REMARKS 

In the Specification 

We have amended paragraphs 0015, 0016, 0019, 0023 and 0028 (abstract) to add 
clarity to the description of the invention as presented in Figures 1 and 2. 

Paragraph 0015 is amended to remove redundant language and to more clearly 
identify "invention 100" as "flashlight 100." Further, the housing shown in the original 
Figure 1 is now identified as "housing 102" in the amended Figure 1. Moreover, it is 
explained that an example embodiment of housing 102 is a hand-held housing such as 
those used for conventional flashlights. As the flashlight and the flashlight housing are 
shown in the Figure 1, no new matter has been added to the application. 

Paragraph 0016 is amended to identify lens 5 as an "imaging lens/' and to more 
clearly point out that the beam shown in original Figures 1 and 2 leaving the imaging lens 
is a "flashlight beam B." In addition, language is added that makes the point that forming 
a imiform image at a distant object is the same as imiformly illuminating the object. We 
believe this added language is more along the lines of what one normally thinks of when 
shining a flashlight at an object and thus makes the description easier to understand. 

Paragraph 0019 is amended to emphasize the flashlight embodiment of the 
invention, and to more clearly explain the invention by including the flashlight beam B 
more directly in the description of how the flashlight operates. 

Paragraph 0023 is amended to add the reference letter "D" to the optional diffuser 
described in the specification but not previously referenced in the drawings. The 
reference letter "D" has been added to Figure 1, as described below. 

Paragraph 0028 is the Abstract, which is amended for the sake of clarity, to 
emphasize that the invention is a flashlight, and to correct a typographic error pointed out 
by the Examiner. Through this amendment, a person reading the abstract will better 
appreciate the nature of the invention, which is the ultimate purpose of the Abstract. 

The inventors would like to emphasize that all the amendments to the 
specification simply clarify existing subject matter and that no new matter has been 
introduced. Accordingly, the entry of the amendments to the specification is eamestly 
requested. 
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In the Drawings 

As indicated in the attached revised drawings, we have amended the drawings to 
add reference number "102" to identify the flashlight housing originally included in 
Figure 1 but not labeled, and to add reference letter "B" to the flashlight beam originally 
included in Figures 1 and 2 but not labeled. We believe that adding these reference 
numbers to the Drawings and referring to them in the (amended) specification adds 
clarity to the description of the invention. 

Further, we added a diffuser "D" to Figure 1, as described in paragraph 0023, and 
as requested by the Examiner in view of claims 1 6 and 18. Note that we canceled claims 
17 and 22 so that drawing amendments directed at these claim elements are moot. 

We respectfully request that the amended drawings be accepted. In the interest of 
time, we are submitting the amended drawings as informal drawings. We plan on 
submitting formal drawings incorporating the amendments to Figures 1 and 2 upon 
receipt of a Notice of Allowance. 

In the Claims 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9 26, 27, 29 and 30 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3,656,845 to Koch-Bossard et al. 

Further, claims 1, 4 8-1 1 and 26-30 were rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,439,723 to Tano. 

In additional, claims 1, 2, 3, 5-8, 12-14, 19, 23, 24, 26 and 30-33 were rejected 
tmder 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Tiao et al. 

Further, claims 1-3, 7-9, 12-15, 20, 26, 29, 30 and 31 were rejected under 35 USC 
102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,260,974 to Koyama. 

Lastly, claims 16-18, 21 and 22 were objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim but would be allowable if re-written in independent form 
incorporating the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In response to the above rejections and objections, claims 1-10, 12-16, 19-21 and 
23-33 have been amended, claims 1 1, 13, 17, 18 and 22 have been canceled, and new 
claims 34-36 have been added. Accordingly claims 1-10, 12-16, 19-21 and 23- 36 are 
now pending in the above-identified application. 

The prior art cited in the above-identified rejections discloses different types of 
imaging systems and optical projectors directed to very specific applications. In 
particular: 

U.S. Patent 3,656,845 to Koch-Bossard et al. (the '845 patent) teaches a specific 
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type of optical projector designed to project a non-uniform image by forming both a 
bright spot and a surrounding area of lower intensity as part of a gun sight (see, e.g., col. 
1, lines 43-49 and the Abstract); 

U.S. Patent No. 6,439,723 to Tano (the '723 patent) teaches a type of slide 
projector that forms a specific (and in particular, a non-uniform) image on the external 
surface of a case that holds the projector, or onto an external surface, there by forming an 
ornamental image display (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 43-65, and FIG. 2); 

U.S. Patent No. 6,318,863 to Tiao et al. (the '863 patent) teaches usmg an array 
of tapered light pipes (220) for the purpose of illuminating a corresponding array of light 
valves (230) for forming an optical display (see, e.g., col. 3, lines 7-24); 

U.S. Patent No. 6,260,974 to Koyama (the '974 patent) teaches the use of an 
optical modulating device in an optical projector for projecting a (non-uniform) image 
onto a screen (see, e.g., col. 5, lines 31-49 and col. 6, lines 47-52, and FIG. 6). The '974 
patent is a type of liquid crystal display (LCD) projector that involves mixing red, blue 
and green colors to form a chromatic image. 

In addition, newly submitted prior art U.S. Patent No. 5,625,738 (the '738 patent) 
teaches an optical projector for illuminating a light valve of an LCD-type projector (see, 
e.g.,FIG.l). 

Claims 1-10, 12-16 and 19-33 are amended to distinguish from the specific 
applications described in the prior art references. We note that neither the cited prior art 
references nor the newly submitted reference disclose or suggest the limitations of the 
amended claims, which are now dkected to the specific application of di flashlight for 
creating a flashlight beam by passing the light through a light homogenizer so that the 
flashlight beam can uniformly illuminate distant object from Xht flashlight output end. 

Specifically, claim 1 is amended to identify the invention as "a flashlight for 
uniformly illuminating an object to be viewed," Further, the location and role of the light 
homogenizer is set forth in more detail, as is the location and role of the imaging lens in 
forming a "flashlight beam." In addition, claim 1 now includes a "flashlight beam" along 
with the limitation that the flashlight beam "forms an image of the output face at a 
distance from the output end of the flashlight so as to uniformly illuminate the object 
when the object is located at said distance." 

Claim 2 is amended to clarify that the reflector reflects light to the input 
end of the light homogenizer. 

Claim 4 is amended to form a Markush group of the different types of 
light sources suitable for use in the claimed invention. 
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Claim 5 is amended to add the limitation that the flashlight include "one or more 
batteries connected to the light source to power the light source," as illustrated in Figure 1 
and described in paragraph 0016. 

Claim 6 is amended to add the limitation that the flashlight "further [includes] a 
hand-held housing that houses the light source, the light homogenizer, the imaging lens 
and the one or more batteries," as illustrated in Figure 1 and described in amended 
paragraph 0015. 

Claim 7 is amended to add the limitation that the "imaging lens is adjustable 
relative to the output face to adjust the distance at which the uniform image is formed," 
as described in paragraph 0016. 

Claim 8 is amended to more particularly indicate the location of the light 
modifying component as being arranged at tfie output face of the light homogenizer. 

Claims 9-16 are amended to indicate that the claimed invention is a flashlight. 

Claims 17 and 18 are canceled. 

Claims 19-23 are amended to indicated that the claimed invention is a flashlight. 

Claim 24 is amended to add the limitation to claim 23 that the lens array includes 
lenslets, as described in paragraph 0027. 

Claim 25 is amended to add the limitation that the light homogenizer includes at 
least two lens arrays each including lenslets, as illustrated in Figure 2. 

Claim 26 is a method claim, and is amended so tiiat the method involves "forming 
a flashlight beam to uniformly illuminating an object at a select distance from the 
flashlight," and to emphasize the formation of a flashlight beam to form a uniform image 
at the object, as illustrated in FIG. 1 and described in paragraphs 0016 and 0019. 

Claim 27 is amended to include the limitation of "adjusting the imaging lens to 
adjust the select distance from the flashlight at which the uniform image is formed," as 
described in paragraph 0016. 

Claims 28-33 are amended to make the claim language more concise. 

We respectfully submit that the significant amendments made to claims 1-10, 12- 
16, 19-21 and 23-33 overcome the aforementioned rejections/objections and render the 
amended claims patentable over the prior art. Accordingly, we earnestly request 
allowance of amended claims 1-10, 12-16, 19-21 and 23-33. 

New Claims 34-36 

New claim 34 is directed to "a flashlight that creates uniform illumination at a 
select distance fh)m the flashlight," and emphasizes the flashlight nature of the invention 
by including in a smgle claim a number of specific limitations relating to the light source, 
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the light homogenizer, the imaging lens, and the batteries as all contained in a hand-held 
housing, as illustrated in Figure 1 and as described in paragraph 0015. 

New claim 35 adds the limitation of adjusting the imaging lens to adjust the 
flashlight beam, as described in paragraph 0016. 

New claim 36 adds a limitation of the light homogenizer as being one selected 
from a group of light homogenizers via a Markush group. Support for this new claim is 
found in Figure 2 and in paragraphs 0016 and 0027. 

Because new claims 34-36 are directed to the specific application of a flashlight 
that uniformly illuminates an object as a select distance from the flashlight, we believe 
them to be patentable over the prior art. Accordingly, allowance of the new claims and 
notice to that effect is eamestly requested. 

REFERENCES OF RECORD NOT APPLIED IN REJECTIONS 

We have considered the prior art of record, including that cited in the 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement accompanying this First Amendment 
and Response, to assess if pending claims 1-10, 12-16, 19-21, and 23-33, as now 
presented, as well as new claims 33-36, are patentable. Applicants respectfully submit 
that the reasons claims 1-10, 12-16, 19-21, 23-33 and 34-36 are believed to be 
patentable, as discussed above, also render the claims patentable over the prior art of 
record cited, but not applied, in the outstanding rejection of the claims. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the preceding amendments to the claims, for the reasons discussed 
above, claims 1-10, 12-17, 19-21 and 23-36 are now believed to be in condition for 
allowance. Therefore, applicants respectfully request favorable reconsideration of the 
outstanding rejections/objections to claims 1-10, 12-16, 19-21 and 23-33, favorable 
examination of new claims 34-36, and prompt issuance of a Notice of Allowance with 
respect to claims to the aforementioned pending claims. 
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The examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned inventors at 805-373-9340 
to discuss any questions that may arise in connection with this Amendment and 
Response. 


Respectfully Submitted by the Inventors, 



17 


